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M.H.Wolff, S. Schünemann, A. Schmidt

Varicella-Zoster
Virus
Molecular Biology, Pathogenesis,
and Clinical Aspects

Varicella-zoster virus (VZV), a mem-
ber of the herpesvirus family, is
known as the causative agent of
chickenpox (varicella) and shingles
(zoster). In the past decades, con-
siderable knowledge about the
transmission as well as the clinical
and epidemiological aspects of VZV
infection has been accumulated.
Nowadays effective treatment is
available and a vaccine has been
developed and licensed.

This book provides a comprehen-
sive overview of our current knowl-
edge of the molecular biology and
the clinical aspects of VZV. Written
by international experts in the
field, individual chapters cover the
diagnosis, pathogenesis, therapy
and epidemiology of VZV infection.

In addition, recent research find-
ings concerning the viral genome
structure, the replication cycle, the
mechanisms of latency and reacti-
vation, as well as the development
of new vaccines are described. 
Authoritative and up to date, this
volume is a vital reference not only
for researchers in the herpesvirus
field, but also for clinical microbiol-
ogists, dermatologists, pediatri-
cians, and physicians in general and
internal medicine.

Contributions to Microbiology, Vol. 3

Varicella-Zoster Virus
Molecular Biology, Pathogenesis, 
and Clinical Aspects
Editors: Wolff, M.H., Schünemann, S. (Witten); 
Schmidt, A. (Wuppertal)
VIII + 208 p., 38 fig., 26 tab., hard cover, 1999
CHF 162.– / DEM 194.– / USD 141.00
Prices subject to change
DEM price for Germany, USD price for USA only
ISBN 3–8055–6884–3

Fields of Interest: 
Microbiology 
Infectious Diseases
Virology
Dermatology
Pediatrics
Molecular Biology

State-of-the-art reviews by 
experts in the field
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Bartonella and Afipia Species 
Emphasizing Bartonella henselae
Editor: A. Schmidt (Wuppertal)
X + 218 p., 30 fig., 18 tab., hard cover, 1998
CHF 146.– / DEM 175.– / USD 127.00
ISBN 3–8055–6649–2

‘... this monograph represents a comprehen-
sive and up-to-date summary of current 
(included are references up to 1996) knowl-
edge on Bartonella and Afipia species, which
should find a place in the libraries of clinical
microbiology laboratories and infectious 
disease services.’ Chemotherapy

Vol. 2

Aspergillus fumigatus 
Biology, Clinical Aspects and 
Molecular Approaches to Pathogenicity
Editors: Brakhage, A.A. (Darmstadt); 
Jahn, B. (Mainz); Schmidt, A. (Wuppertal)
XII + 222 p., 46 fig., 10 in color, 21 tab., 
hard cover, 1999
CHF 198.– / DEM 237.– / USD 172.25
ISBN 3–8055–6714–6

Volume in preparation:

Vol. 4

Parvoviruses
From Molecular Biology to Pathology
and Therapeutic Uses
Editors: Faisst, S. (Soborg); Rommelaere, J.
(Heidelberg)

More information on these titles is 
available at:
www.karger.com/bookseries/
comii/comii.htm
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