
The discovery of the adipostatic hormone leptin has trans-
formed our understanding of the neurobiology of appetite control
and has helped to establish the biological basis of obesity. In recent
years there has been a wealth of publications relating to the physi-
ology of this peptide.

This volume sets out to draw together key features of the
central effects of leptin. Contributions from leading authorities in
the field include reviews of leptin’s actions on hypothalamic pep-
tides, the role of leptin in fasting, its effects on reproductive func-
tion, and evidence supporting endogenous brain production of 
the peptide.

Endocrinologists, diabetologists, obesity specialists and 
neurobiologists will be interested in this succint and timely review
of the effects of the adipostatic hormone leptin on neuroendocrine
function.
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The explosive growth in molecular science over the past few years has had
considerable impact throughout medicine, not least in endocrinology, which
is the branch of medicine in some ways most closely allied to basic molecular
science.This series has for many years attempted to link areas undergoing 
active investigation with clinical endocrine medicine. The volumes focus on
areas of molecular research at the cutting edge of endocrinology, and will 
particularly attempt to assess their impact on current clinical practice. Other
volumes will attempt to explore the newest and most innovative therapeutic
strategies in endocrinology, allowing a full exploration of the most novel
drugs currently available or under investigation.
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