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The genetics of endocrine cancers is clearly an area where new scientific
discoveries that have occurred in the past few years have already been
translated into clinical practice. This volume attempts to provide a state-
of-the-art review of some of the most relevant inherited syndromes that
share a higher susceptibility to the development of endocrine tumors. 

It focuses on familial tumor syndromes for which the primary gene 
defect has been well characterized or recently identified. An overview of
cloning strategies and gene characterization in cancer is combined with
detailed discussions of clinical aspects and molecular features of herita-
ble endocrine neoplastic diseases, such as MEN 1 and MEN 2 and 
von-Hippel-Lindau disease. Studies on the PTEN gene, the first known
phosphatase to lead to cancer when disrupted, are discussed in detail.
Also included is the recent identification and partial characterization of
one of at least two genes for Carney Complex, PRKARIA.

The authors place special emphasis on testing and screening strategies
which now allow a much earlier identification of family members at risk.
The challenge for the 21st century will be to develop equal progress 
in pharmacological prevention and cure based on the knowledge of the
function of these susceptibility genes and their targets.
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The explosive growth in molecular science over the past few years has
had considerable impact throughout medicine, not least in en-
docrinology, which is the branch of medicine in some ways most
closely allied to basic molecular science. This series has for many years
attempted to link areas undergoing active investigation with clinical
endocrine medicine. The volumes focus on areas of molecular re-
search at the cutting edge of endocrinology, and will particularly at-
tempt to explore the newest and most innovative therapeutic strate-
gies in endocrinology, allowing a full exploration of the most novel
drugs currently available or under investigation.
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