
Despite great advances in medical technology, the stresses of illness persist,
resulting in a significant prevalence of comorbid psychiatric disorders in
hospital and ambulatory medical settings.  Consultation-liaison psychiatry
is the subspecialty of psychiatry that focuses upon these issues. It has be-
come a link between mental health disciplines and other fields of health
care all over the world.

This volume documents the vibrant energy and productivity of Japanese
consultation-liaison psychiatrists who have developed a new biopsychoso-
cial model for the treatment of patients with a variety of serious diseases.
It begins with an overview on the historical background and the present is-
sues in Japan. Further articles deal with psychiatric problems in transplant
medicine, psychonephrology, psychooncology and HIV/AIDS. Finally drug-
induced psychosis and psychosomatic problems of diabetes patients are dis-
cussed.

The book will be useful to any physician or mental health care profession-
al who works with the medically ill. It demonstrates the wide range of
knowledge and treatment options available to mental health care profes-
sionals to intervene when dealing with patients suffering of a serious dis-
ease. 
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The importance of psychosomatic research has been greatly reinforced by
evidence demonstrating that psychological phenomena may have distinct
effects on human health. Recognizing the complexity of interactions 
between personality and physical illness, this series employs an interdisci-
plinary strategy to explore areas where knowledge from psychosomatic
medicine may aid in the prevention of specific diseases or help meet the
emotional demands of hospitalized patients. In each work, the editor has
managed to bring together distinguished contributors, creating a series of
coherent and comprehensive reviews on a variety of novel topics.
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