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Reconstructing the history of nephrology is not an easy task: It requires a great
deal of effort and interest on the part of the researcher, who has to explore in-
formation on diseases of the kidney in various medical texts of the past, where
it has sometimes been buried for centuries. 
This volume of ‘History of Nephrology’ thus concentrates on the history of
diseases of the kidney. Physicians have toiled in diagnosing and treating ail-
ments of the kidney for millennia, well before the emergence of the specialty
of nephrology. It is also evident that many of the best minds in medicine, when
faced with the complex signs and symptoms we now classify as diseases of the
kidney, were initially puzzled by them and then satisfied by merely describing
them. While the thriving of anatomy allowed for some of these clinical mani-
festations to be attributed to pathologies of the kidney observed at autopsy, it
was only after the Scientific Revolution and during the era of Enlightenment
that most of these descriptive entities came to be grouped under the taxo-
nomic terms by which any medical student today can make a specific diagno-
sis of kidney disease. Their treatment, however, whether symptomatic or cu-
rative, had to await the post World War II period of flourishing basic research.
Nephrologists as well as those interested in the history of medicine in general
will find this book a veritable treasure trove of information.

Fields of Interest: 
Nephrology, History of Medicine, Pathology
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‘Unearthing new gems of medical history’



History of Nephrology

This book begins with an overview of the historical origins
of nephrology in the medical texts of Greco-Roman, Ara-
bic, Asian, Biblical, Monastic and Renaissance Medicine.
This is followed by a review of the work of some of the ear-
ly contributors to nephrology. Next, it examines the begin-
nings of renal pharmacology and the history of research in-
to hypertension and discusses early conceptualization of
diseases of the kidney. A survey of the contributions of the
Salerno School of Medicine to nephrology concludes this
comprehensive study.

‘The book is recommended as a significant contribution to
the history of medicine and, specifically, nephrology.’
Modern Pathology

History of Nephrology 2

This volume studies the origins of nephrology through var-
ious medical writings from Greece, Byzantinum and the
Renaissance. Overviews of the history of dialysis and early
renal transplantation are included. Early attempts at the
conceptualization of the normal kidney, its diseases and its
metabolic functions are also examined closely.

History of Nephrology 3

Beginning with a section on the magic and myths associat-
ed with the kidney, this volume then continues with chap-
ters on the roots of nephrology as recorded in various med-
ical texts from the Babylonian era to the middle ages. A
third section explores the role of the Padua School of Med-
icine as well as that of other countries from the 17th to the
19th century. The final chapters are dedicated to the mod-
ern era and selected aspects of renal replacement therapy.
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directly with the publisher, or with any 
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