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Completely new textile technologies have recently been
developed with the goal of giving additional functionality to
garments. Textiles have been improved to protect against
UV radiation and toxic gases or to enhance breathability. In
addition, they may have integrated sensors to diagnose med-
ical conditions or may be equipped with carrier molecules
to absorb substances from the skin and release therapeutic
compounds. At the same time, the awareness of unwanted
effects clothing may have on human health has increased.

This volume familiarizes the dermatologist, allergologist and
occupational physician with what he should know about
textiles, and, on the other hand, the textile or chemical en-
gineer with what he should know about the human skin.
Further, it is divided into two parts the first of which discuss-
es the functionality of textiles also in medicine, for instance
in the prevention of skin infections or wound healing. The
last part deals with allergic contact and irritant dermatitis
and the risks of possible exposure to hazardous chemical
residues in textiles.

For the first time the knowledge of textile engineers and
dermatologists has been brought together to stimulate a pro-
mising interchange.
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This series presents a selection of new ideas and information in the
field of clinical and investigative dermatology. Each volume is indi-
vidually designed to provide an up-to-date presentation of new and
interesting topics in dermatology and skin research. The contributing
authors are acknowledged experts in their fields. The wide range of
topics discussed includes normal and pathological skin conditions,
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and recent advances in the treatments that can be offered to patients.
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