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 A valuable update

Otosclerosis is a disorder causing a hard-
ening of the middle ear bones which 
leads to a progressive hearing loss. Inter-
nationally renowned experts met in Saas 
Fee (Switzerland) in 2004 to discuss oto-
sclerosis and stapes surgery, and have 
subsequently been invited by the editors 
to present their fi ndings in this publica-
tion.

From basic to clinical research, all rele-
vant topics such as epidemiology, genet-
ics, histopathology, molecular biology, 
and virus etiology are described. Also 
shown are the mechanics of the middle 
ear in model and in vivo, audiologic and 
imaging procedures, and surgical tech-
niques including laser surgery. Further 
papers discuss advantages and disad-
vantages of stapes prosthesis, stapedec-
tomy versus stapedotomy, and indica-
tions and contraindications of common 
therapies. Finally postsurgery complica-
tions and how to deal with them, short- 
and long term results, as well as the sig-
nifi cance of stapes surgery in training 
and future developments are presented.
Th is publication will keep the otorhino-
laryngologist in clinic and practice up to 
date on current research and clinical de-
velopment, but also pathologists, radi-
ologists and virologists will fi nd it in-
spiring reading.
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