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Sutures are more than just fibrous joints between the bones in our skull.
They are active growth sites that influence the development, growth and
shaping of our face and cranium. When suture development is disrupted,
craniosynostosis can result, a condition which is characterized by the prema-
ture closure of one or more cranial sutures before brain growth is complete
and leads to an abnormally shaped skull. In this publication, leading experts
in the field, both researchers and clinicians, discuss suture morphogenesis
from developmental, evolutionary and genetic perspectives. In addition, an
appraisal of the molecular etiology, clinical presentation and treatment of
craniosynostosis is presented, as well as an outlook to future areas of study
and to innovative therapeutic philosophies.

In this volume craniofacial developmental and evolutionary biologists, oral
and maxillofacial surgeons, orthodontists as well as pediatric and plastic
surgeons will find a wealth of recent information on the field of craniofacial
development, deformity and its treatment.
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The past two decades have witnessed a rapid advance in the theoretical and
technical development of dental and oral medicine, coupled with a sub-
stantial increase in the qualitative and quantitative demands made upon
clinicians by their patients. This series is designed for today’s dentists and
doctors who, because of the growing scope of their field, must display more
than just a familiarity with all areas of oral physiology, whether fundamental
or highly specialized. The series has received repeated praise for its system-
atic and well-referenced treatment of vital topics.
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