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The importance of peritoneal dialysis (PD) in the therapy of chronic kid-

ney disease has been steadily increasing. The simultaneous advancement 

in clinical practice and basic research has increased overall knowledge 

and led to signifi cant progress in the safe and adequate application of PD. 

Moreover, integration with other techniques in the therapy of uremia rep-

resents an important step in the optimization of the whole program of 

renal replacement therapy.

Leading experts in the fi eld have contributed to this volume, discussing 

topics such as the biology of the peritoneal membrane, dialysis solutions, 

infl ammation and nutrition, PD adequacy, or complications and their man-

agement or PD in special settings. This compilation updates and expands 

the information on PD published in previous volumes of the series ‘Contri-

butions to Nephrology’. It represents an important source of information 

for beginners and experts, basic scientists and clinical physicians, students 

and investigators who want to have a true update on current research and 

clinical practice in peritoneal dialysis.
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